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. Introduction & Background

This plan presents a range of recommendations for improving pedestrian and bicycle connectivity,
optimizing the use of parking, and encouraging pedestrian and bicycle traffic, with its associated
ecoromic benefits, in Downtown Tifton, Georgia. This plan was prepared for the Tifton
Downtown Development Authoritlyy the Southern Georgia Regional Commission, andpaias

for using Federal Highway Administration funds provided throtlgh GeorgiaDepartment of

Transportationds annual contract with the Sou

and bicycle planning activities

Most of the recommendations in the plan consist of improvements to infrastructure, but there are
also policy and ppgrammatic recommendationia. 2017, the opportunity arose for the Southern
Georgia Regional Commissio(SGRC) to prepare a Downtown Pedestrian and Bicycle
Connectivity Plan for the City of Tiftoat no cost to theommunity

A broad range of stakeholdewere involved in the planning process, includimgfollowing
The Downtown Development Authority

The City of Tifton Mayor and City Council

Downtown business owners and employees

The Tiftarea Greenways Association

Tift Regional Medical Center

Local cyclists and advocates

Law enforcement

The general public

= =4 =8 -8 -4 _9_95_-4°

The plan was developed through a series of meetings hosted by the Downtown Development
Authority during their regularly scheduled meetithmes.Separate meetings were also held with

the City of TF t onds Mayor  dift RegiGnaltMedic&l Centerc andl the Tiftarea
Greenways Association addition SGRCstaff held informal interviews with the owners and
employees ofl0 Downtown businesseswo law enforcement officersand 10 patrons of dcal
businessesDuring these meetings and interviewBGRC staff gathered input from all the
stakeholders in order to incorporate it into the plan.

Plan Goals

The ultimate goal of this plan is to provide a range of realistic, achievable, structupaliayel
oriented actions that can be taken by the community to improve pedestrian and bicycle
connectivity in Downtown Tifton, in order to maximize pedestrian and bicycle access to
Downtown businesses, while also making efficient use of available parldgogroes and street
infrastructure.

Therecommendations of this plan focus on accommodating all travel modes, calming traffic, and
managing parking demand as opposed to greatly increasing parking stipglyoowntown
economy is also considered, with the goal of

as a thriving business district. ®omplete Streeés appr oach i s used, me a n
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streets should safely and comfortably accommodatesalisof all ages, abilitiesand travel
modes Sudies have shown that a walkable environment that is friendly to cyclists and pedestrians,
along with lower traffic speeds, results in an increase in business Silefies have also shown

that higher taffic volumes, and even some degree of traffic congestion, are beneficial to the
economy of a central business distfi@onsequently, this plan does not focus on reducing traffic
volumes.

Study area

The study area for this plan consists of the Downt@@mmercial Districboundaryplus the area
between Commerce Way and the railroad tracks bounded by Fifth Street to the south and Central
Avenue to the north. This additional area was included due to its importance in pr@adiing

and offering easy annectivity to many Downtown businessd&dap 1 shows the study area
location and boundary.

Downtown Tiftonis a highly walkable central business district with many good connectivity
features(Existing pedestrian infrastructure is shown in NgpNayfinding signs are provided at
several strategic locations throughout the area, to orient visitordigee 1). Highertraffic

streets run along the perimeter of the Dtown area, with only moderate traffic on Main Street.
With limited enhancements, it could be a truly excellent walking environthantprovides
convenient access from parking to downtown area busin&idesvalks are adeaqte throughout

most of Downtown and visually appealing landscaping and street furnishings are present
throughout most of the area. Several wayfinding signs have been installed to provide orientation
for visitors.

lForexampleWor | d Resources | nst it ubtel/wwiv.ilirhoey/blbogeld/05ineed ( Saf e)
safespeedd-surprisingwaysslowerdriving-createsbettercities
’°Sweet, Matthias NI e2014 afJiunal offliansmpe Gebgrapiwok 35: 4649.
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Map 1. Study area.
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Other Relevant Plansand DocumentsConsulted

Several other existing adopted plans, ordinances, and other relevant documents are applicable to
Downtown Tifton and are relevantttas plan. The following is a list of other plans and documents

that were consulted in the development of this plan. In all cases, efforts were made to ensure that
this plan isghoroughlyconsistenand compatiblevith these other documents.

T
T

Downtown parking ordinance. Section 7887 of the City of Tifton Code of Ordinances
regulates vehicle parking within tilwntown area

The ComprehensivePlan for Tift County and the Citi es of Tifton, Omega, and Ty Ty.

An update to the Comprehensive Plan was being peztiat the same time that this plan
was being developedhe efforts were coordinated, with many stakeholders attending
meetings for both plans and comipg notes to ensure consistency

Urban redevelopment plan Adopted in 2000, the Tifton Urban Redeveimgnt Plan
remains applicable. It calls for a pedestiiaandly Downtown area, among other things.
Downtown Master Plan. Preparedoy Genesis Group and Strategic Planning Group in
2007, the City of Tifton Development Visioning Process and Downtown Masier P
contains many recommendations for Downtoany items from this plan have already
been implemented; others are no longer optifftaik plan was used as a reference for the
current planning effort, and recommendations were coordinated.

City of Tifton L and Development CodeAdopted in 2012, the City of Tifton Unified
Development Code regulates the use and development of land within the City.
Southern Georgia RegionalBicycle and PedestrianPlan. The regional plan contains
several overall goals that acensistent with this local plan, and which this local plan
contributes to implementing.

Tifton Area Greenways Master Plan and Best Practices Report Both of these
documents contain recommendations that are releaspeciallyfor bicycle traffic in
Downtown Tifton. This is discussed further in Section IV.

Georgia Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Action PlarOriginally adopted in 2006 and
currently in the process of a section update, the Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Action Plan
outlines strategies and actioat the state level to reduce the number of bicyclist and
pedestrian injuries and deaths.
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Il.  PedestrianOpportunities and Recommendations

Downtown Tiftonis a highly walkable central business district with many good connectivity
featuresHowever, some gaps in connectivity still exist, and in some locations pedestrian
infrastructure improvements are needBde City has indicated a need for improved pedestrian
connectivity within the Downtown area, especially as it relates to Downtowndsssaccess.
Following a field analysis of existing conditions by SGRC sta#,following mprovements to
pedestrian infrastructusae recommended.

1. Provide ADA ramps and marked crosswalks at alcurb cuts, including alleys and
parking lot entrances/exits.

This need is especially evident in the area around where Main Street intersects with the railroad
tracks.Ample parking exists in public parking lots next to the railroad tracks, less than 500 feet
from many Main Street businesses. However, tipesking lots arenot utilized to their fullest
potentialdue to a perception that they are too far away from Main Street businesses, and patrons
prefer to search for parking on Main Street, which is in short suppljestrian infrastructure has

been impoved in some locations in this area, but not in others (confipguee 2 andFigure 3).
Completion of these pedestrian infrastructure improvements would helppgbasize sidewalk
continuityand encouragmore walking.

Figure 2. Parking lot entrance without crosswalk, and block Figure 3. F’arking Iot‘;exit with crosswalk and ADA ramps
sidewalk on Main St. Main St.
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2. Provide marked crosswalks and stop signs where alleys cross sidewalks.

There are a few locations in Downtown Tifton where alleys cross sidewalks without any traffic
controls (such as Stop or Yield signs) and without adequate visibility (due to the presence of
buildings). In these locations, delivery trucks or other vehiabesirng out of the alley have the
potential to collide with pedestrians walking along the sidewalk. Such conditions exist at the
intersection of Main Lane and Third Street (5&gure4 andFigure5), and at the intersection of
Goodrich Alley and Third Street, among other places.

R O
Figure 5. Potential pedestrian/vehicl
conflict point at Third Street and Main Lan

3. Repair all deteriorated, cracked, and uneven sidewalks.

Some sidewalks in the study area were observed to be in poor condition, especially along
Commerce Way, where sign posts and tree stumps obstruct the sidewd#lg(sed3). Map 3
shows all the sidewalks and crosswalks for which repairs and/or improvements are recommended.
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RECOMMENDED
CROSSWAILK & SIDEWALK
IMPROVEMENTS

Legend
Recommended Crosswalk Improvements
®  Crosswalk/ADA ramps needed
Deteriorated crosswalk needs restriping

Recommended Sidewalk Improvements
s Sidewalk gap
s Sidewalk improvements needed
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| Study Area Boundary
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4. Fill all sidewalk gaps.

Only a smdlnumber of sidewalk gaps (i.e., segmentswéet without any sidewalk) exist in
Downtown Tifton(seeMap 3. The main gaps are on Tift Avenue and Commerce Way. On Tift
Avenue, the sidewalk south of Third Street ends abruptly wdtboff (seeFigure 6). However,
sufficient space exists to connect it to &xasting sidewalldirectly to the south (sd&igure?).

Figure 6. North view of sidewalk gap, Tift Avenue south Figure 7. South view of sidewalk gap, Tift Avenue soutt
Third Street. Third Street.

5. Restripe all deteriorated/substandardcrosswalks accordingo the latest and best
design standards.

A few crosswalks in Downtown Tifton are faded and otherwise deteriorated, mai@Glynomerce
Way (seeFigure8 andFigure9). Perpendicular bars will increase crosswalk visibilgg shown
in Figurel?).

Figure 8. Deteriorated mieblock crosswalk lacking Fl 9. Deteriorated intersection crosswalk lackir
perpendicular bars, Commerce Way. perpendicular bars, Commerce Way.

11
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6. Provide smoothconcrete pedestrian crossings over railroad tracks.

A smooth concrete pedestrian crossing over the railroad tracks currently exists connecting the
Brumby Crossing parking lot to First Street. Bumpy asphalt crossings in other locations, such as
Main Street are less visually appealing and harder for wheelchair and stroller users to navigate
(compareFigure 10 and Figure 11). Improving these crossings wouliive the appearance of a

more continuous sidewalk and help to combat the perception that this is not a highly walkable area.

N .
Figure 10. Asphalt sidew& railroad crossings are les: Figure 11 The smooth concrete pedestrian railroad cross
inviting to pedestrians, and can be difficult for wheelchair ¢ between Brumby Way and First Street is maréting to
stroller users to negotiate. pedestrians, and includes an advisory sign for safety.

12
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7. Move dreet furnishings, such as trash receptaclesnd utility poles, that currently
block the clear width of the sidewalk

During a field surveyatrash receptaclasasfound occupying the middle of the sidewalk on Main
Street(seeFigure2 on the previous pageds well as a large utility pole obstructirng tsidewalk
on the north sle ofEast Fifth Streebetween Main $eetand Tift Avenue, making this sidewalk
inconvenient for all users and impassable for wheelchair, stroller, and other mobility aigesers
Figurel?).

2 Utility pole blocking sidewalk on Fifth Street. ~ Figure 13. Obstructed and deteriorated sidewalk
Commerce Way.

13
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8. Provide directional arrows and signs tandicate entrance/exit points of parking lots
and directions of traffic flow within parking lots .

Directional arrows make it clear which way motorists should go in parking lots and which curb
cuts they should use to enter and exit. This reduces confusianly for motorists, but also for
pedestrians. These improvements have been made to some parking lots but not to others (compare
Figurel4 andFigurel5).

Figure 14. A parking lot on the east side of Main St. with 1 Figure 15. A parking lot on the west side of Main St. lac
intended direction of traffic flow clearly indicated. indicators to direct traffic.

9. Consider adding a crosswalk across Main St. to connect VeterémPark to Kanebo
Park.

Because of thexisting walkways through these two small grkn opportunitgxists for direct
connectivity (sed-igurel6).

Figure 16. An additional crosswal k could connect Veteranéts Park t

Kanelp Park directly across Main Street.

14
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10. Investigate redesigning the crosswalk on the south side of theersection of Main
Street and First Street,where visibility problems exist.

Visibility problems exist at therosswalk across Main Street on the saitle of the intersection

with 15t St (seeFigure 17 andFigure 18). BecauseMain Street curves at this point, pedestrians
wanting to cross from the east sidé Main St. and motorists coming around the curve
(northbound) cannot see each other. However, the southbound lane of Main St. at this point is
excessively wide (28 feethnterviews with local business owners have indicated that high traffic
speed is also a problem at this locatiBnrealignment of the intersection is recommended, in
which the centerline would be moved a few feet to the west, and the sidewalkohtimp the

east side of Main St. extended, so that the twi@th of the roadway aniéngth of the crosswalk

would be reducedf engineered optimally his would improve visibility at the intersection, slow

the design speednd improve safetyA conceptual desigfor this solution is shown iRigurel19.

Figure 17. Main Street/First Street crosswalk, view from t Figure 18 Main Street/First Street crosswalk, view from t
west. south

> R

Figure 19. Conceptual design for reIignmntAof Main Stre¢
First Street crosswalk.

15
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11.Implement a regular maintenance program including thereplacement of missing or
broken cr os s wal, kepaii of sidewalks)aad the regulagressiping of
deteriorated crosswalks.

Crosswal k Asentinel 0 signs s houlnissingéeéigare nt ai n ¢
20). Crosswalks tend to wear away quickly, and should be repainted regularly to ensure clear
visibility.

Figure 20. Damaged and r emovsgdondaionStreeval k fisentinel 0

12. Work with law enforcement to encourage motorists to stop at crosswalks and
comply with other relevant laws.

During the planning process, interviews with local business owners inditetecotoristsan
Downtown Tifton often fail to ®p for pedestrians within crosswalldotorists are required to
stop,per the following statute:

0.C.G.A. § 406-91. Right of way in crosswalks

(a) The driver of a vehicle shall stop and remain stopped to allow a pedestrian to cross the roadway
within a crosswalk when the pedestrian is upon the half of the roadway upon which the vehicle is
traveling, or when the pedestrian is approaching and is within one lane of the half of the roadway
on which the vehicle is traveling or onto which it is turning. Fer parposes of this subsection,

"half of the roadway" means all traffic lanes carrying traffic in one direction of travel.

Engineering and design, education of the public, and enforcement of laws are all factors in the
operation of a safe and effective transportation systaywalking was not identified as a problem
during interviews with stakeholders in this planning procasd it is not recommended that law
enforcement focus on violations of traffic laws by pedestrisinse this mighturtherdiscourage
people from walking in Downtown Tifton

16
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13. Consider innovative aesthetic treatments for crosswalkand intersections

A variety of innovate aesthetic treatments for crosswalks and intersections have been used
successfully in other communities. Such treatments could add to the unique character of
Downtown Tifton, and could have a traffic calming effect at a relativelydost. This section
includes some illustrative examplesrosswalks on state and federal highways (which include
Main Street and Fifth Street) must comply with all applicable state and federal regulations.

V77 11 3\N

rd
v

Figure 22. Innovative crosswalk creating 3-D optical illusion in Isafiéraur,
Iceland. (Source: Mother Nature Network)

Figure 21 Decorative oosswalk in
Decatur, GA. (Source: John Bolen)

“keyboard crosswalk i
Denison, TX. (Source: Michael Barer:

Wikimedia Commons)
Figure 23. Crosswalk in Rome, Gdecorated witltolorful painted footprints.
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141 nst al |l AWal K Your Cityo signs.

Downtown Tifton is a small and compact central business district, measuring slightly less than half
a mile by a quarter mile. As such, distances within Downtown are eminently walkable (a leisurely
half-mile walk takes about 10 minutes). However, as in nahgr places, the perception exists

that distances are less quick and convenient to walk than they actually are, and that parking very
close to oneb6s destination is essential

In recent years, many communities haweked to overcome thigserception bynstallingin Wa | k
Yo ur d@hstshhowing the walking time and/or distancengarbypopulardestinationsSome
examples are shown Figure25 andFigure 26 below. Such signs are often temporary in nature
and can be installed at very low cost.

e

Figure25. A Wal k Your Cityo si (Figure 26. i Wal k oOYsmusrin Valdosty, Georgia

Richard Masoner / Cyclelicious on Flickr) installed as a class project by students at Valdosta <
University.

18
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lll.  Parking Opportunities and Recommendations

This plands study area has a total of 1,259 p
street, and 481 in private lots. 40 of these are handicap parking spacess{g&2r6 in public
lots, and 12n private lots. The parking inventory for Downtown Tifton is shown in Mlap

During interviews, local business owners and other stakeholders incaga¢edasive problem for
Downtown Tifton businesses: Potential business patrons are reluctant to watklatigely short
distances from parking spaces to their destinations. Therefore, motorists will often seareh for on
street parking at their destination even when ample parking in public lots is available a short
distance awayAs a resultthere is a pe&eption amongdpcal business owners that they lose some
business from the lack of immediately available parking.

Downtown Tifton is compact, highly walkable, and almost completely built out, with limited
opportunities for creating any additional parksppces. Excessivguantitiesof surfaceparking

can detract from a cityscape and make a community less appealing to visitors (deiguyua2/
andFigure28). Consequentlyti i s recommended that efforts to
problems should focus primarily on encouraging visitorso accept slightlylonger walking
distances from parking areds. order to preserve the vitalignd historic characteahat makes

Tifton appealingo visitors and tourists, futurgoals forDowntown should focus on revitalizing

rather than demolishing vacant buildings. YOrery limited amounts of new surface parking

should be created.

A small number of projects to create additional parking have been proposed or are currently
underway:

1 On Commerce Way south of Third Street, two buildings are set to be demolished and a
new $377,000 parking loin that locationwill add approximately40 new parkingspaces
close to Main Street businesses

1 Restriping of parking spaces on Goodwhich Alley between Fifth Street and Third Street
has been proposed. If implemented, the design, megrthe Department of Community
Affairs, would add 57 parking spaces along the alley, in close proximity to Main Street
businesses.

1 A design has been produced for the creation of 3&tket parking spaces on Chestnut
Avenue, directly east of Tift Averu Visitors parking in this area would need to cross Tift
Avenue and the railroad tracks in order to access the most active part of Main Street. The
walking distance from this area to the Main Street Gateway is approximately 1,100 feet,
comparable to theistance from the currently underutiliz€&to Knight Memorial Parking
Complex At a minimum, for this parking area to be well used, the sidewalk gap on Tift
Avenue should be completed (see Recommendation #10) and an effective crosswalk for
crossing Tift Avenue (average daily traffic: 7,230 vehicles per Georgia Department of
Transportation, 2016) should be provided.

19
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0

.Figure 27. Aerial view of Do

| [y~

witl Figure 28. Aerial view of a community of comparable s
comparatively little space devoted to surface parking. (Im (Ashtabula, Ohio) with a greater proportion of surfa
soure: Google Maps) parking in the Downtown area, creating a less inviti
environment.

wntown  Tifton,

Map 5 shows the walkingmesfrom public parking lots to the midpoint of the block of Main
Street between Fifth Street and Third Avertgsed on the typical preferred walking speed of 3.1
miles per hou? The rates of utilization of public parking lots are influenced not only bpmte,

but also by convenience (such as whether or not major roads must be crossed) amgdlitythe
of the surroundingalong the route from the parking lot to the destinati@n, bysidewalk quality,
shade trees, and other factors that influencelgesantness of thvealk).

A visitor to Tifton is likely to walk further at the loc&Val-Mart than in DowntownTo illustrate

this, Map 6 shows the outline of Downtown Tifton and its stregiarking, and selected
destinations,superimposed at the sanseale over an aerial view of the Tifton \AMhrt
Supercenter and parking Idtrom this map, it can be seen that the walking distance from
underutilized public parking lots (such as the Cato Knight Memorial Parking Complex) to popular
downtown destinationis comparable to the distance from the middle of the M&t parking lot

to the middle of the store.

3 Browning, R. C., Baker, E. A., Herron, J. A. and Kram, R. (2006). "Effects of obesity and sex on the energetic cost
and preferred speed of walking". Journal of Applied Physiol®§.(2): 390398.
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Wils /

/
DOWNTOWN TIFTON
PARKING INVENTORY

Land Parcel Boundaries
Parking
On-street (public)
' Private (for customers only)
|:| Open to the public
,:l Proposed public lot

e /AN
Map 4. Parking inventory
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WALKING TIMES FROM
PUBLIC PARKING LOTS
TO CENTRAL MAIN ST. AREA

Based on 3.1 mph walking pace

|:| Existing Public Parking Lots
E Proposed Public Parking Lots

Map 5. Walkingimesfrom public parking lots to the central ain Stréefsiness area
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Legend

E Study Area Boundary
Roads

Parking
Public On-street Parking
Parking Lots for Public Use

SUE g mmﬂi‘sy:
Whlart parking lot.

=]

Map 6. Downtown area boundasguperimposed on Tifto
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Although limited opportunities for expanding parking capacity exist in Downtown Tifton, there
are some areas where additional parking spaces could be created at relatively low cost. This
section describes tlmoportunities that were identified during field visits by SGRC staff, as well
as some opportunities for optimizing parking use by other methods.

Walkshed Analysis

This section shows thareas within 4, 3-, and 5minute walking distances of the Cato Knight
Memorial Parking Complex, chosen becausehbitithelargest and the most underutilized public
parking facility in Downtown Tifton. As can be seen, most of the Downtown study andthiis

a 5minute walk of the central point of the Cato Knight Memorial Parking Complary popular
destinations, such as La Cabana Mexican Restaurant, The Bistro at 219, City Hall, and all the
businesses along Love Avenue and Second Street in Dowraawnithin the 3nminute walkshed.

1 minute |

LS minutes |

24
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Short-Term Parking Opportunities

1. Enforce the Parking Ordinance.

The City of Tiftonos (CodeofOrdivancesPSectidniddig Or di nan
ADownt own par kingo) i s i-stteet pakiegdor customereaf er ve Do
businesseduring this planning process, discussion with the Downtown Development Authority

and other stakeholders indicated tha tirdinance is not consistently enforced in all parts of

Downtown at all times. Enforcing this ordinance consistently and thoroughly would likely free

up a substantial number of parking spaces in Downtown during the day. Increased enforcement
could be acompanied by informational outreach to Downtown employees and business owners

to raise awareness of the existence and proximity of the underutilized public parking lots that are
available for them to use.

The Downtown parking ordinance is reproduced ihbalow.

Sec. 78-87. - Downtown parking.

Due to the commercial emphasis of the downtown business area and the need for consumers
to obtain on-street parking reasonably close to businesses, the following on-street parking
restrictions shall apply to the downtown business area:

(a) For purposes of this section, the term weekday downtown area shall be defined as:

(1) Love Avenue/Main Street south of Fourth Street and north of Fifth Street (U.S. 82);

(2) Second Street east of Central Avenue and west of Tift Avenue;

(3) First Street and First Street Extension;

(4) 37 Street east of Central Avenue and west of Tift Avenue;

(5) Commerce Way north of 5" Street and south of Central Avenue;

(6) Brumby Way.
On-street parking shall not be allowed for owners and employees of businesses in
the weekday downtown area nor for residents or their guests in residential units
(apartments, condominiums, etc.) located in the weekday downtown area between
the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. For the purposes of

this section, owners shall include any person or entity that leases a building or any
portion thereof in the weekday downtown area.

(b) For purposes of this section, the term Saturday downtown area shall be defined as Main
Street south of Third Street and north of Fifth Street (U.S. 82).

On-street parking shall not be allowed for owners and employees of businesses in
the Saturday downtown area nor for residents or their guests in residential units
(apartments, condominiums, etc.) located in the Saturday downtown area between
the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Saturday. For the purposes of this
section, owners shall include any person or entity that leases a building or any
portion thereof in the Saturday downtown area.

(c) Free public parking is hereby made available to such persons during the above-
described prohibited times for on-street parking at the Cato Knight Parking Lot and the
public parking lots adjacent to Commerce Way.

25
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(d) Notwithstanding the foregoing, these parking regulations and restrictions shall not
apply to the following holidays:

(1) New Year's Day.
(2) Independence Day.
(3) Thanksgiving.

(4) Christmas Day.

(Ord. No. 2011-03, § I, 3-7-2011; Ord. No. 2011-04, § I, 4-4-2011; Ord. No. 2014-19, § | , 8-4-
2014)

2. Create more onstreet parking by reducing gapshetween parking spaces

In several locations in Downtown Tiftoespecially along Commerce Wagnd also on Central
Avenue and Second Streghere aregapsapproximately &oot-long gapsbetween orstreet
parallel parking spacdkat are striped diagonaltg indicate that motorists should not park there
(seeFigure29). Although these gaps make parallel parking easier, they reduce the total number of
on-street parking spaces availabltaere are approximately 20 such gapih an estimated total
length of 160 feetBy eliminating these gaps and restriping parking spaces to be directly adjacent
to each other, the City could gain estimated0 additionalon-street parking spaces.

Rt

Fgure 29. Striped g between parkin spaces on Commerce Way.
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3. Consider removingbulb-out on First Street near La Cabana

On First Street between Main Street and Main Lagay to La Cabafia Restauranh er e + s a fik
o u thati is purely concrete, with no landscapingtbeoimprovementéeeFigure30). This bulb

out appears tgerve no purpose and has no aesthetic value. Several othelesighed traffie

calming features exist@hg this block of First Street. Therefore, it is expected that thisduilb

could be removed with no adverse effects. An estimated two parking spaces would be gained.
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Figure 30. Unimproved
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4. Add striping to more clearly delineate parking spaces on First Street between Main
Lane and Third Street in order to ensure efficient use of space.

On this block, visually appealing streetscaping has been implemented, including brick street
paving, but tle diagonal parking spaces have not been delineatedrigere 31). There are
approximately 11 spaces plus camxessible parkingpace. Clear delineation of parkingases

could help to ensure that motorists use the available space optimally.

Figure 31 Diagonal parking on First Street with spaces not marked.

5. Redesign parkingareasalong alleysto optimize use of space.

The City currently has a proposed plan to restripe and optimize parking along Goodwhich Alley.
Main Lane could benefit from a similar approatelaphazard parkingurrentlytakes place along

Main Lane behind Main Street businessasd trash receptacles anther furnishings are not
optimally placed (seEigure32). Farmers Bank Alley may also benefit from this approach.
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6. Redesign theCoal Yard parking lot.

The Coal Yard parking lot (seeigure 33) is estimated to be the most heavily utilized public
parkinglot in Downtown. The lot is an unusual shape, which leads to an odd configuration of
parking. A plan currently exists for restriping parking spaces in the lot to improve the parking
experience (see Appendix), but this plan does not increase the totalrrafrpheking spaces. It

is possible that a different design could slightly increase the number of spaces.

Figure 33. Coal Yard parking lot.
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7. Consider onstreet parking on the alley directly south of the Coal Yard parking lot

The small alley that runs between the Coal Yard parking lot and Department of Labor parking lot
is wide enough that, if converted to eway traffic, there would be room for approximately 6 or
7 parallel parking spacéseeFigure34).

igl]'r 34, AIIy between Coal Yard and Deat nt of Labor parking lots, with possible spacesfoeeirparking.

8. Create motorbike/scooter parking spaces.

Severallocations exist in Downtown Tifton wheextra space allows for the creation of smaller
parking spaces for motorcycles and scoot€hss is a potentialway to increase overall parking
capacityusing existing areas of paved surface that@anrently not utilized (see, for example,
Figure35). An example of motorcycle parking is showrFigure36.

Figure 35. Empty space on West Third Street, too small Figure 36. Example of motorcycle parking sms (source:
standard parking but possibly feasible for motorcycle parki University of British Columbia).
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9. Encourage use of underutizedpublic parking lots.

Perhaps the greatest opportunity for Downtown
the public to embrace the idea of walking slightngerdistances from parking space to final
destination. Théollowing are som@pproaches that might help to address this problem.

More prominent signs at key location®uring interviews with Downtown business owners, it

was mentioned that some patrons casden searching at length for parking on Main Street, even
when easy parking is available a short distance away. One possibility for addressing this problem
would be some prominent signs that indidake distance to nearby public parking Jas shown

in the rendering ifrigure37. Further examples are shownRigure38 andFigure39. Almost all
downtown businesses are within a fivenute walk of underutilized public parking lots (see the
Walk-Shed Analysis at the beginningjthis section).

FREE PARKING

41 300 FT
AHEAD

CATO KNIGHT MEMORIAL

PARKING COMPLEX

and First Street, and directs motorists to the Cato Knight Memorial Patkargplex, 300 feet ahead.
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4 N [ N
NEED PARKING? PARK HERE!

FREE PUBLIC

PARKING IS A LESS THAN A 5-MINUTE WALK
2-MINUTE

WALK FROM 1o ALL pownTOWN
THIS BUSINESS BUSINESSES!

Qmu KNIGHT MEMORIAL PARKING EDMPly \ — /

Figure 38. Example of a sign that could be placed near ~ Figure 39. Example of a sign that could peaced at a public
Downtown businesses, advertising the proximity of public parking lot to emphasize the proximity to Downtown

parking lots. businesses.
Associated with this i dea, finkventlel (se¢ dPadestridhi t y O
Recommendatio#l15).

Pedestrian infrastructure improvementsihe improvements mewined in Section Il, such as
improving sidewalks,improving pedestrian crossings over the railroad, removing sidewalk
obstructions, and restriping crosswalks, could go a long way toward encouraging Downtown
visitors to use public parking lots and walk frahere. Other amenities that encourage walking
include, but are not limited to, shade trees, drinking fount@meseased numbers of benches,
planters and other landscaping, and pervasive street lighting at night.

Long-Term Parking Opportunities

10. Continue to pursue shared parking agreements.

Significantly underutilized private parking lots exist in Downtown Tifton, notab\Diygartment

of Labor parking lot and Ameris Bank loAlthough success in obtaining shared parking
agreements has been limited thus far, the City should continue to pursue such agreements wherever
possible Figure4Oillustrates the extent to which some private parking is underutilized while other
parking areas are overcrowded.
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1) 1ol

Figure 40. iStackedd parking on Main Lane behind a Mangareatt r eet bu
the background.

11.Continue to investigate the feasibility of a parking deck and paid parking.

The Downtown Master Plan (2007) called for a parking deck or parking garage, and this possibility
should continue to be investigated for kveg term. Parking meters, kiosk parking, and-apped

paid parking are also possibilities to investigate in the long term. Efforts to plan for the future of
parking in Downtown Tifton should take into account the latest technological changes and
innovatons. For example, it is generally predicted that-gdeifing cars and casharing will
become more prevalent in the coming decades-lFgged paid parking will likely continue to
replace older forms of paid parking such as parking meters.
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Conceptual Parking Plans
This section includes some conceptual parking plans that are currently under consideration for
the Downtown Tifton area.

Downloww Parking, Just A Step Away o Chesnut Avenve, Tifton, GA.
Recommended

Planting Species

Parking Plan

Crape myrile
Lagerstroemta specics

i
i
Shumard Oak i l
Queercus shunuindi §83
by
. z
iE
| 2
t W
I g8

Proposed Proposed Proposed Lxisting Design Recommendations

Accessible Parking Planting Tree
Parking Area =
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